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Application No: 21/501909/EIASCO

Location: Land North Of Marden Maidstone Road Marden Kent

Proposal: EIA Scoping Opinion - Proposed development of up to 2,000 dwellings, in
addition to a care home, new primary school, nursery, retail and
employment provision together with associated community facilities, open
space and infrastructure improvements including improvements to Marden
train station on land north of Marden, Kent.

Thank you for your consultation on the above referenced planning application.

Kent County Council as Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) have reviewed the Scoping
Opinion report by DHA Planning and can provide the following comments/
recommendations upon bringing the design forward:

The contents within the report in regards to the Water Environment are encouraging,
notably in regards to future surface water management. It is welcomed that
consideration is being applied not just to management of water but also the quality of
water leaving the site. It is accepted that appropriate documentation will be used in the
designing of a future drainage scheme, including the CIRIA SuDs Manual and KCC's
Drainage and Planning Policy Statement.

As with all developments, runoff rates for surface water leaving the site are required to
adhere to greenfield runoff rates where possible and thought should also be given to the
overall volume also leaving site. Volumes of surface water can have implications to the
wider drainage network and we would encourage that this is examined.

Whilst the details of the future drainage arrangements are not explored at this early
stage, it is important to highlight that there are numerous watercourses and drains that
intercept and convey flows from the land. Some of these are highlighted/ enhanced by
the Environment Agency's Surface Water Flood Mapping and does indicate possible
risks of flooding. It is apparent that the overall risk (site wide) to surface water flooding is
very low however, appropriate consideration does need to be given to citing of buildings
and infrastructure to ensure this risks are not increased as a result of development.

It would be our recommendation during the development of a design, that developed
areas are setback from watercourses to create buffer strips of greenfield land to
minimise risks of flooding, whilst allowing for maintenance. Further to setting back of
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watercourses, we would also like to see above ground features basins/swales as
opposed to below ground attenuation (tanks) as this has numerous benefits, most
notably for biodiversity and surface water treatment.

As mentioned above, whilst this is just at the concept stage, consideration of drainage
arrangements are crucial and often beneficial to examine at the earliest stages as this
element can impact layouts/arrangements of sites.

This response has been provided using the best knowledge and information submitted
as part of the planning application at the time of responding and is reliant on the
accuracy of that information.

Yours faithfully,

Daniel Hoare
Flood Risk Project Officer
Flood and Water Management


